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fercnce. They continue to be about the same proportion until
the end of the second year, when the increased development of
the chest makes the proportion more nearly that of the adult.
Changes in Head and Face. The soft spot on the top of
baby's head, which, during the first year, has not changed much,
now begins to grow smaller. At about nineteen months it dis-
appears. This time of closure varies, but any evidence of a soft
spot at the age of two years may be considered an abnormality.
Baby's face has all along been small in proportion to his head.
During the second year the downward growth of the face, with
an increase of its size as related to the size of the cranium, is a
marked feature of development.
Walking. The beginning of baby's second year may find
him walking, There is the occasional baby who walks very
young—one we knew walked like a grown-up at nine months;
there was no uncertain toddling about it. It is not uncommon,
however, for a baby to wait until the fifteenth or sixteenth month
before he begins to walk alone. Very often this is because he has
learned to creep well, and is so satisfied with this means of loco-
motion that he does not make the effort to walk. The baby that
has never crept much is likely to walk sooner than the expert
creeper. The large, fat baby may not be so steady on his feet as
the lighter, more agile one, and therefore may not walk so early.
In this, as in many other things, it is wise to let nature be the
guide, and give baby a chance to be a law unto himself. If he
wants to walk while young, let him. If he is reluctant and slow,
there is little advantage in overurging. If by sixteen months he
shows no desire to walk or makes no effort to do so, it will be well
to have him checked over carefully by the doctor,
Baby's Spine. During the second year there is an interest-
ing change in the contour of baby's spine* At birth there are
none of the natural curves seen in the adult; baby's back is per-
fectly straight. As he begins to stand, the normal curves in the
spine begin to appear, and gradually show more during the
second twelve months. They are not fully developed, however,
until later*
Talking. During this interesting period baby usually be-
gins to talk. He may have said a few words earlier than this. He

